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Memoirs of Mrs. Thankful Church. 


[Continued from No. 4, page 105, and concluded. ] 


IN view of what has been exhibited relative to Mrs 
Church’s character, it will not be doubted that she em- 
braced those doctrines which are usually denominated 
Calvinistic. The cordial belief of these, she considered 
essential to salvation. For these constitute the gospel. 
And he that believeth not the gospel, shall be damned. ‘To 
these doctrines she paid particular and close attention. 
They were the delight and food of her soul. She was a 
devout hearer ; and, at the same time, discerned between 
truth and error. That preaching which denied these es- 
sential truths, or counteracted their influence, was in her 
view extremely pernicious to immortal souls. 

On the 7th of May, 1799, she was connected in mar- 
riave with Rev. John H. Church. In this relation, she 
was very tender and affectionate. The welfare of her 
husband she steadily pursued. Her constitution was 
slender, and her health was often impaired ; still she was 
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very attentive to domestic concerns. In addition to 
other cares, her kind attenton to her husband when 
sick, was probably an‘occasion of that illness, which ter- 
minated her earthly course. 

Mrs. Church felt much interested in the welfare of the 
people with whom she was connected. From time to 
time, she expressed a desire that religion might revive 
among them. Any.hopeful attention to the gospel, she 
regarded with peculiar satisfaction. Jt enlivened her 
spirits and increased her desire that God would display 
his grace and convert sinners to himself. On the other 
hand, she was grieved at the inattention and stupidity of 
perishing sinners. The unchaste conduct of young peo- 
ple, she deeply lamented. It gave her pain that young 
women should so disregard the principles of modesty 
and chastity. | 

The prosperity of Zion at large engaged her attention. 
She was a warm friend to Missionary exertions. She 
rejoiced in hearing that so much was done in various 
places to send the word of life to the destitute and per- 
ishing. 

We will now attend her in the closing scene of life. 
By reason of her delicate constitution and frequent in- 
disposition, she familiarized death by meditation on the 
solemn event. In the fall of 1803, she spoke to her 
husband, with much composure, on her dissolution, 
which she apprehended might be near. The great de- 
liverance she then experienced, was blest to her spiritual 
good. 

Her last illness commenced in January, 1806. From 
its commencement, it is supposed that she indulged the 
apprehension it would prove her last sickness. Certain 
circumstances tended to fix this apprehension in her 
mind.* But she contemplated death with calmness and 
resignation. While she was strictly attentive to the use 
of means for her recovery, she was submissive to the 


* One circumftance was this. She awaked one morning with 
thefe lines, without having very lately attended to them, deeply 
and very peculiarly impreffed on her mind, 

** Soon I fhal] quit this mortal fhore, 
And Jelus ftand my friend ; 

My days of grief will all be o’er, 
And all my forrows end.” 
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will of Heaven. Her hope, for the most part, was steady 


and uniform. Her occasional doubts were followed with | 


increased light and comfort. It was her great desire to 
*..ve clearer views of the glory and excellence of the Re- 
deemer. She longed for more of the power of religion. 
She once said, ** Why is it that [ do not long to depart, 
if I am the friend of Christ ?” 

A few days before her death, she, with much calm- 
ness, made known her wish respecting some articles of 
her clothing, and desired that her husband, at a suit- 
able time, would make certain presents to her little chil- 
dren, accompanied with pious counsel from her dying 
lips. Being asked by him, whether she felt willing to 
leave her children, she answered, * Tam. I have giv- 
en them upto God. It has been my great desire and 
concern, that they may be trained up in his fear, It has 
been my prayer, ever since they were born, and before, 
that they may experience Lanes. grace; and I hope 
they will.” 

She died on Friday, between five and six o’clock in 
the afternoon, In the forenoon, she appeared comfort- 
able in mind, and said, among other things, “ I think 
Christ is my All.” When it was observed in her hear- 
ing, about one o’clock, that she was probably dying, she 
looked up with great composure and said, ** De you think 
Iam?” As her family came round her bed, she said, 
“I thank you all, my friends, for your kindness to me. 
I wish we may all meet in heaven.” She was asked, Can 
you now trust jn the Lord? She replied, * I think I can. 
I trust he will carry me through,” In prayer, she soon 
after said, “ Lord Jesus, strengthen me with strength in 
my soul.” And soon added, ** Lord Jesus, come and 
receive my spirit.” After a little pause, she said to her 
husband, “ I hope I shall soon join with saints and an- 
gels in praising God.” She also said, 


“ Here my spirit waiting stands, 
’Till thou shalt bid it fly.” 


Seeing her husband’s tears, she said, “ God will support 
vou.” She then took her ring from her finger, and put it 


on his, with these words, “ Our friendship on earth is 
soon to end. But I hope we shall meet in heaven, and 
enjoy purer friendship.”——-With peculiar tendgrness and 


‘ 
é ; 








- ~ —s a 
SS IS See = TEs Saku: 
7. 


- - : Te — 
eS rte ee Ams CER Se 
a oe = 


—— 
Pate 
. . 


Be 2 


Sade RRR 


164. Memoirs of Mrs. Thankful Church. 


affection, she addressed her little daughter to this pur- 
port: ‘“ Soon your mother will be taken from you. Be 
a good girl. . Remember the eounsel which is given you ; 
and every day desire your papa to teach you to’ know and 
serve the Lord.” Taking the hand of her infant son, 
who had beea her hope and delight, she sail, “ Dear 
little child! dear little ‘child! motherless child ! God be 
merciful to you, my dear child. “I give you up to him. 
May you be to the praise and glory of his grace. Lord, 
he is thine”—~adding pray er for the child, which could be 
heard but in part.* 

To her aged parents and her only sister, she address- 
ed herself in a very becoming manner, with her dying 
request that they would trust in God, and he would sup- 
port them.—-To a young woman, who some time before 
had lived several years m the family, she said, “ Make 
the one thing needful the great business of your life. 
Give yourself no rest, till you have an interest in Jesus 
Christ.”’—Thus deeply concerned | was shic for the salva- 
tion of others.’ 

After taking a little rest, she was able to sit up iu the 
bed for the space of fifteen or twenty minutes. At ‘this 
time she appeared to have peculiar enjoyment in medita- 
tion on divine things. Her countenance seemed uncom- 
monly pleasart and agreeable, perhaps never more so. 
On hear her husband asked her, if she-did not feel hap- 
py? She replied, * Ido.” And soon added, * T hese 
sick lungs will not much longer prevent my singing.” 
After a little further pause, she observed, “If 1 should 
depart this day, how great will be the change— i o leave 
a world of sin and sorrow, and'‘go to enjoy” —Her 
strength fajled so that the rest of the sentence could not 
be heard. ‘She appewee: 4 so serene and happy, that he 


* This child betel his mother butthree months A little before 
his death, his furviving parent obferved, in a letter to an intimate 
friend and brother in the minitiry, that he was much comforted con- 
cerving the child, in view of his mother’s piety and happy death. To 
this his friend replied, «+1 don’t wonder voy are comforted, in view 
of what his pious mother did for him. : It isa moft precious confider- 
ation. Ido believe God will fhew his refpe& to parental fidelity and 
prayer. How pleating, how melting the thought, that the dear child 

may firtt know his Redeemer in heaven ; and. may there firlt recog- 
nize that dear mother who was inftrumental both ia his fir ane 
decond birth.” 
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asked her, if she had not more clear and lively views 
than she had before had in her sickness ? She replied, 
“T have, and“hope I shall have still brighter. God 
seems to ‘be gradually shining into my soul.” 

After this, she could say but little, by reason of her 
disorder and bodily distress. She finally closed her 
eyes with her own hand ; and copuly fell asleep, as we 
irust, in the Lord. 

Such a death’ is picts impressive. ‘ Nothing 
strengthens the hopes of saints, and destroys the hopes 
of sinners, so much, as beholding a sincere believer die 
inthe full enjoyment of the peculiar supports and con- 
solations of the gospel, The wicked’ are’ frequently 
more struck with a conviction of the reality and import- 
ance of religion, by sceing a saint die in se renity and 
joy , than by seeing one of their own character dié in all 
the darkness and bitternéss of despair. How beautii - 
and how important has religion’ often appeared in thos¢ 
who died in‘ the Lord ? “iiow often has ane sxpiring 
saint constrainéd sinners to desire, that they might die 
rt death of the righteous, and that their we end might 

elike his? How calm, and serene, and imstructive, 
ne the death of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; of Jo- 
seph, Joshua, and David ? They, called. their families 
and ‘friends’ around them, ‘conversed freeé! y with them, 
gave them their dying counsel, and closed their eyes in 
peace, ‘These examples are recorded for the instruc- 
tion and ‘admonition of all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. Let them sect ‘their houses and 
their souls*in order, and prepare: to glorify Goil, do 
honor to religion, and give the finishing stroke to their 
character, by: 4 calm, peaceful, and instructive ‘death: 
This will embalm their memories," and make them 
Liessings to the world after ony have left ite ee : 


_ * De. Emmons’ Sermon at the funeral of Mrs. Fikk, confort of 
ey. b. Pik, of Wrentham, Mailachufetts, July 13, 1805. 
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Conununtcattons, 


On the Doctrine of Perseverance. 


According to I. Peter i. 5. 
$ Who are kept by the power of God, through faith, unto 
salvation” — 


[Continued from No. 5—page 132—and concluded } 


5. BY some it is objected, that our doctrine is in- 
consistent with a state of probation. This, like others, 
is grounded altogether in mistake. A state of probation 
is a state of trial in regard to a final retribution. It is a 
state in which men form their characters, and act out 
what is in their hearts, which shall all be brought into 
judgment, and according to which they shall all receive ; 
the righteous differing one from another in glory ; and 
the wicked being vessels, some of more and others of 
less wrath, according to the deeds done in the body. Is 
not this a rational and scriptural view of a state of pro- 
bation? And must not every one see, that the doctrine 
of infallible perseverance as now set forth, is no way in- 
consistent with this? 

6. There is one objection more which-may not be 
passed in silence. It is, that our doctrine is dangerous, 
tending to make such as think they have been converted 
careless, and allow themselves in all manner of wicked- 
ness.—~—In answer to this, I will not say that none have 
preached on the doctrine of perseverance in a way of bad 
tendency, Nor will I say that none have perverted this 
doctrine to bad purposes, when they have heard it cor- 
rectly and judiciously preached. There are those who 
do and will wrest the truth to their own destruction. 
Truth, however, is no less important; and it is no less 
requisite that it should be preached on this account. But 
however the doctrine now under consideration may have 
been abused like other good things, yet when clearly 
stated, and rightly understood, it certainly has no licen- 
tious tendency. For I say again, and wish every one to 
remember it, that the doctrine is not that every convert- 
ed man will be saved whether he continue in ways of 
well-doing or not, but it is that every good man will hold 
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on his way ; every true believer will abide in Christ, will 
be kept thro’ a continuing, purifying faith unto salvation. 
Therefore whatever any may have imagined as to their 
conversion, this doctrine affords them no shelter in any 
kind of wickedness. It shews rather, that none who 
walk according to the course of this world, have reason 
to think they have been savingly renewed. It shews 
that men must find themselves continuing in the faith, 
warring a good warfare, and going on unto perfection, 
in order to have good hope that they have passed a sav- 
ing change. In this view of the matter, may I not say 
every man’s Common sense must see, that the doctrine, 
instead of being of any bad tendency, is calculated rather 
to stir up men to deny all ungodliness and every worldly 
lust, giving all diligence to make their calling and elec- 
tion sure. 
IMPROVEMENT. 

1. Shall not the doctrine of certain perseverance be 
holden fast, as ore of the main articles in the gospel form 
of sound words? After all the specious objections and 
zealous opposition made against it, yet does it not appear 
to have been one of the cardinal articles in the faith de- 
livered to the saints? Has it not been made evident that 
it is a Bible doctrine, a doctrine taught by the prophets, 
by Christ, and by his apostles? Have not the most for- 
midable objections against it been fairly brought into 
view, and as fairly and conclusively answered? And 
in the light now offered, does it not appear to be a doc- 
trine of very high importance, a doctrine of the most 
comforting, and yet of the most purifying tendency? 
Without it, how can the saints have the strong consola- 
tion God is willing to give them? Laying aside this 
doctrine, where can they ground an hope to be as an an- 
chor to their souls ? In that case, what could be the 
great difference between their hope and that of the great- 
est sinners? For if the greatest sinners die true peni- 
tents, they shall be saved. And if the doctrine of per- 
severance be set aside, how can the best Christians have 
any more assurance that they shall die in a state of justi- 
fication, than the greatest sinners have that they shall 
at last so repent as to be saved ? Consider these things, 
and be not shaken in regard to the certain perseverance 
of all heartily on the Lord’s side, whatever any of great 
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zeal and many words may pour forth against this senti. 
ment. Neither be shaken by the greatest falling away 
of any, who were once considered promising Christians. 
In regard to th is, see and consider well what is said 
1 John i ii. 19. ** They went out from us, but they were 
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us ; but they went out, that 
they might be manifest that they were not of us.” 

2. Should we not be cautious about going after, or 
receiving such teachers as deny, and endeavor to destroy 
the doctrine of perseverance ! ? Do not those who set 
themselves against this, also deny other capital articles 
of the Christian faith, so much as to preach almost, if 
not wholly, an nother gospel ? ? Shall we then receive, or 

in any way encourage them as the ministers of Christ ? 
What if they are much engaged, and take great pains 
to promote what they call the truth and religion? Did 
not the Pharisees compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte ? What if they do in some places carry almost 
all before them? Has not Christ forewarned us of false 
teachers, who shall seem so religious, as to deceive, if 
possible, the very elect? See and consider with seri- 
ousness, what is written, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. “ Now I 
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions 
and offences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned ; and avoid them. For they that are such, serve 
not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly ; aud by 
good words and fair speeches, deceive the hearts of the 
simple.” Remember these are not my words, but 
words of Scripture, written for our warning. See aiso, 
2 John 10, 11. “ Ifthere come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, nei- 
ther bid him God speed : for he that biddeth him God 
speed, is a partaker of his evil deeds.” 

3. Learn, my brethren, how important it ‘s for you 
to walk as children of the light. While you believe that 

all are vitally uniied to the sLor d Jesus Christ, are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation, to 
have solid comfvur: in this, you must be in the exercise 
of such faith as works by love and overcometh the world. 
You must be seil-denying, daily followers of Christ: 
Without this, you cannct have gospel evidence that vou 
are of those in whem God has begun that good work 
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which he never leaves unfinished. Therefore, as it re- 
spects your own comfort, it is highly important for you 
to be every day followers of God, walking in love to 
him, to one another, and even to your enemies. This 
is also important, that you may not bring up an evil re¢ 
port of the doctrine you believe. Take lead. brethren, 
to make it manifest, that you are not the worse, but the 
better, for believ.ng that you run not as uncertain, not 
as those who beat the air. 

4. Learn, sinners, what encouragement there is for 
you immediately to commit your souls to the keep'ng of 
Christ. You have souls of inexpressible value—souls, 
in exchange for which,the whole world would be nothing ! 
What can you do better than to commit these precious 
souls to the safe hands of Jesus? Out of him the wrath 
of God abideth on you, and you are every moment ex- 
posed to destruction without remedy. But, fly into his 
arms, and nothing can then harm you. Consent to a 
marriage with him, and the.law will no longer have un- 
answerable demands against you. You will have a good 
part which can never be taken away. O that you may 
soon have your hearts subdued to the obedience of that 
faith, through which men are kept by the power of God 


unto salvation, 
TIMOTHY. 


A Dialogue between a Calvinist and a Semi- 


Calvinist. 
No. III. 


Semi-Calvinist. AS an opportunity presents, I should 
be glad of farther conversation with you on religious 
subjects. You have intimated, in-a former conference, 
that I cannot oppose the Methodists consistently with 
my sentiments. Sir, I wish you now to point out in 
what respects. ' 

Calvinist. Do you believe that God, for wise ends, 
decrees all our moral actions, even those which are 


sinful ? 
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Semi-Cilv. I do not ; especially, I do not betieve 
that God decrees our sinful actions. 

Calv. What objections have you against this doc- 
trine ? If you have any, please to mention them. 

Semi-Caly. One objection which I have against this 
doctrine is this, it is inconsistent with our free agency. 
How can men be free in committing sin, if God have 
decreed their sinful‘actions ? They must be compelled to 
conduct as they do, and cannot conduct otherwise. 

Calv. It is an article in your creed, I suppose, that 
God has decreed that every saint shall certainly perse- 
vere in holiness. 

Semi-Calv. I believe in the doctrine of the certain 
perseverance of saints ; and that their perseverance de- 
pends on the unchangeable purpose of God. It can 
depend on nothing else ; for if saints were left to them- 
selves, they would certainly fall and perish. But God 
has promised to keep them from final apostacy, and has 
confirmed the promise with an oath ; so that the per- 
severance of saints is as certain as the truth of Jehovah. 

Calv. But you know, itis objected against the per- 
severance of saints, that this doctrine is inconsistent 
with their free agency. How will you remove this 
objection ? 

Semi-Caly. The promise or decree of God, that 
saints shall persevere, does not destroy their freedom ; it 
does not force them to act contrary to their choice. They 
love God and obey his comniands without compulsion, 
and thus exercise their free agency. 

Calv. And why may not the same reply be made to 
your objection against a decree of moral evil? Sucha 
decree is as consistent with the freedom of sinners, as 
a decree that saints shall persevere is consistent with 
their freedom. Sinners as well as saints choose, and 
actas they choose. They are as free from compulsion 
as saints. Your objection against a decree of moral evil 
is precisely the same as that which is urged against the 
doctrine of perseverance, and the same reply removes 
the objection in both cases. But, if in your zeal against 
a divine decree of moral evil, you will maintain, that 
such a decree destroys man’s free agency, to be con- 
sistent with yourself you must allow, that a decree ot 
the perseverance of saints destroys their freedom ; and 
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thus you must deny the doctrine of perseverance, and in 
this article become a Methodist. 

Semi-Caly. I have another objection against God’s 
decree of moral evil ; it is inconsistent with the crimi- 
nality of sinners. How can they be to blame, when 
they are under a fatal necessity of sinning ? 

Calv. How can saints be commendable for loving 
and serving God? ‘They are under the same kind of 
necessity of being holy, that sinners are of being sinful, 
You do not consider the decree of God to destroy the 
virtue of saints ; you view them just as commendable 
for loving and serving God as though he had not decreed 
their perseverance. Why then should you pretend, that 
a divine purpose of moral evil destroys the guilt of sin- 
ners ? If a decree be consistent with the praise-worthi- 
ness of saints, it is equally consistent with the criminali- 
ty of the wicked. Here again, to beconsistert, you 
must either give up your objection, or deny the doctrine 
of perseverance. 

Semi-Calv. I confess Ido not fully see how to answer 
your reasoning ; it may be that I have been inconsistent 
in opposing the doctrine of falling from grace, while I 
have denied God’s purpose of moral evil, But there is 
one objection more against such a purpose. How is it 
consistent with the use of means? If God have decreed 
the evil actions of men, why should they be commanded, 
exhorted, and warned to flee from sin ? 

Calv. This is another capital objection which many 
bring against the doctrine of perseverance. They say, 
that a divine decree, securing the perseverance of saints, 
is inconsistent with the use of means, with commands 
and exhortations, counsels and warnings. What need, 
say they, of all this, if saints will certainly persevere ? 
Now, how will you answer this objection? You argue 
in the same way against God’s decrees. If you show 
that a divine decree, establishing the perseverance of 
saints, is consistent with the use of means, you answer 
your own objection against a decree of moral evil. But 
while you object to such a decree, you are virtually 
pleading the cause of those who hold to falling from 
grace.—But time hastens, and duty calls : I must leave 
you to serious reflections on what has been said. Asa 
friend, I advise you to study the Scriptures, andexamine 
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in connection the doctrines which they contain. The 
system of revealed truth is connected and harmonious. 
Highly important is it, and especially in this age of in- 
fidelity, that a'l the friends of Zion understand and cor- 
dially embrace this system, that they might, to the best 


advantage, counteract the pernicious influence of heresy. 
THEOPHILUS. 


The Fruits of Inquiry. 


No. IIL. 
{Continued from Repository No. 4—page 114.] 


IT may not be deemed inconsistent with the title of 
these numbers, to exhibit the results of any inquiries 
which have a direct relation to the interest of religion 
and the happiness of mankind. ‘That the rod of divine 
anger now hangs over our land, must be obvious to 
men of serious reflection. War, with one or the other 
of the rival powers of Europe, has become a probable 
event. And it seems to be the disposition of each of 
the political parties, in this nation, to blame the other 
for the cause of events which lead on to war ; while 
neither is disposed suitab'y to eye the hand of Provi- 
dence, and to humble themselves under the divine re- 
bukes. It is no part of my design to examine this sub- 
ject in a political point of view, nor to blame one party 
rather than another, but to exhibit some considerations 
which, if rightly improved, may be useful to all. 

Those who have duly attended to the history of divine 
conduct as it respected the Israelites or Jews, must be 
sensible that the prevalence of wickedness is offensive to 
God, and tends to bring on a nation the vengeance of 
Heaven. And to the prevalence of wickedness in our 
land, we may doubtless look for the procuring cause of 
the present tokens of divine displeasure. Sin is the thing 
which the soul of the Lord hates. Every species of 
wickedness or vice is offensive in his sight. But as I 
cannot be permitted to enlarge on the various vices which 
«re prevalent in aur land, I shall confine my attention at 
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this time more particularly to one, which is very rapid 
jn its progress, and fatal in its tendency, viz. intemper- 
ance in the use of intoxicating spirits. 

This vice has already become so common, that it 
tramp'es on law, defies shame, and mocks at danger. It 
is creeping into all societies, and has become an associate 
jn almost all companies. And unless something can be 
said or done to check its progress, it is to be feared that 
it will exclude religion and liberty from our favored land. 

If this vice were confined to those of the lowest grade 
in society, the prospect would be less alarming ; but un- 
happily, this is not the case. Many who in other respects 
take the lead in society, take the lead also in this shame- 
ful vice. How many men of distinguished talents, and 
once, amiable characters, have sacrificed their health, 
their property, their fame, the happiness of ther fam- 
ilies, their own lives, and all reasonable hope of future 
felicity, on the infamous altar of intemperance! How 
many are seen in the honorable stations of Legislators 
or Magistrates, who carry on their front, indelible marks 
of this worse than brutal vice ! 

There is one effect of this vice noticed by the prophet 
Hosea, which is abundantly exemplified in our. day.— 
“ Whoredam and wine and new wine take away the heart.” 
Under the terms wine and new wine, the sin of intem- 
perance, or inordinate indulgence, is brought into view. 
The phrase take away the heart, may be understood in 
several senses, as debilitating the powers of the mind, 
perverting the judgment, engrossing the attention ; or 
more literally, taking away the heart from those objects 
to which our attention is reasonably demanded. In ei- 
ther, and in all of these senses, the sin of intemperance 


takes away the heart. it naturally engrosses the atten- - 


tion, it necessarily debilitates the powers of the mind, 
And observation will show that it perverts the judgment, 
so that evil is called good, and good evil. Nor is it less 
obvious that it takes away the heart from the proper ob- 
jects of attention and pursuit. 

In proportion as intemperance gains ground with an 
individual, his proper worldly business is neglected ; he 
becomes alike indifferent to the care of his soul and the 
care of his family ; he neglects the worship of God, or 
attends in a heartless manner ; he despises sound doc- 
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trine, and opens his ears to delusive dreams ; he hates 
faithful reproof, but flattery and smooth things are grate- 
ful to his ear ; and both private and public good are sa- 
crificed in pursuit of sensual gratifications. 

This vice cannot be supported without expense. So 
much time and property are requisite for its maintenance, 
that little is left for important uses. Multitudes are, by 
this vice, involved in debt, and induced to adopt unlaw- 
ful means to relieve themselves from their embarrass- 
ments, or for the attainment of property. How many 
are found complaining of the burden of necessary taxes, 
while their voluntary vice tax is threefold more than all 
their other taxes ! And how many even plead that it is 
against their consciences to pay any thing for the support 
of the gospel ministry, who have no conscience to re- 
strain them from voluntary drunkenness, or from wast- 
ing much more in destroying their own souls than is re- 
quired of them in support of the gospel ! It is seriously 
believed that throughout the United States more time 
and money is expended in support of this one vice, than 
is expended in support of the gospel ministry. The oc- 
casions of growth to this vice have become numerous, 
and are perhaps annually increasing. The custom, which 
has long existed, of distributing liquors in abundance, at 
public trainings, has been a fruitful source of intemper- 
ance and consequent mischiefs. This custom has prob- 
ably slain its thousands ; and it has been carried to such 
a height, that in determining who is a fit person for a 
military commission, a principal object of inquiry is, wha 
is best able to bear the enormous expense ? In this sin- 
gle view of the matter, it is easy to see that such a cus- 
tom has a tendency to national ruin. 

But not only are meetings for military purposes turn- 
ed into scenes of revelling and dissipation, but a great 
part of other meetings, excepting such as are strictly for 
yelig ous purposes. Such customs naturally beget an in- 
ordinate thirst for strong drink ; by frequent indulgence 
of the thirst, a habit is formed, which is seldom over- 
come, and often proves fatal, 

I cannot forbear to notice one thing which is likely 
to become a general custom, and which, in my view, is, 
pn more accounts than one, of very dangerous tendency. 
Not many years ago it would, in this State, have been 
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viewed as infamous for a person, when chosen as a Le- 
gislator, to have distributed liquors to the electors ; but 
this, if I am not misinformed, is now practised in many 
places. But what in its tendency can be more danger- 
ous to the liberties we now enjoy ? How soon will this 
inquiry be made on such occasions, Which of the candi- 
dates will most freely bestow spiritous liquor? And 
will not worthless wretches, of course, obtaina seat in 
the Legislature, to the exclusion of virtuous and consoi- 
entious characters? Thus our liberties and privileges, 
which were bought with biood, are likely to be bartered 
away for intoxicating spirits. And by this abominable 
method of venduing our rights into the hands of the high- 
est bidder, the present generation may entail on their 
posterity fot ages to come, the wretchedness of despot- 
ism, and the vengeance of heaven. 

If laws against intemperance could be executed, we 
might devoutly wish for a law in our land which would 
exclude every man from any office of profit or of honor, 
who should be known to be in the habit of drinking to 
excess ; or who should give spiritous liquors as a reward 
for votes either directly or indirectly. For nothing per- 
haps short of a divine influence would tend so much to 
check the progress of this vice, as to treat it with de- 
served contempt. The infamy which public opinion has 
attached to theft, is perhaps the greatest reason why steal- 
ing is less common than drunkenness. If as great dis- 
respett had been uniformly shown to the drunkard as to 
the thief, it might probably have saved thousands from 
ruin. 

A man who knowingly passes a counterfeit bill, is con- 
sidered as acting an infamous part, and is liable to se- 
vere punishment ; yet the drunkard is allowed to pass 
himself for agood member of society ; yea others will pass 
him as such, by electing him into an important office : 
but the passing of one such man for a good raember of 
society tends more to mischief than passing a hundred 
counterfeit bilis. Ifthe laws of the land were as severe, 
and as thoroughly executed, against passing v:cious cha- 
racters for good members of society, as they are against 
passing counterfeit bills for good money, it is probable 
that men would as seldom be seen disguised with liquor, 
as they are now scen knowingly passing forged bills. 
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But while many of those who occupy the higher walks 
of life are often to benumbered with the herd of tipplers, 
it gives a currency, and akind of popularity to the vice ; 
so that it becomes in vain to attempt to execute the laws. 
How g'oomy then is the prospect! A ruinous vice has 
become prevalent and fashionable, in defiance of the 
laws, both of God and man ! 

But little advantage can be expected from reasoning 
with those who are already confirmed in the habit, yet 
we may hope that by proper exertions others may be 
saved from following theirexample. It seriously behoves 
all who think they stand, to take heed lest they fall, and to 
unite their influence and their exertions to save themselves 
and the rising generation. Leta proper use be made 
of the precepts, instructions and motives contained in 
the word of God. Let the balances be corrected, ia 
which are weighed the characters and habits of men. 
Let those habits which are most pernicious in their ten- 
dency be deemed the most abhorrent and infamous. Let 
those who brand themselves with the marés of intemper- 
ance, be made to feel that, by all virtuous men, these 
marks are esteemed as marks of vice and infamy. Let 
such men be esteemed as objects of pity, but not of pro- 
motion. But if any one repent, let him be forgiven, that 
others may be induced to go and dolikewise. And let 
us humbly supplicate for that influence from on high, 
which is able to reclaim others, and to keep us from fall- 


ing. 
RESEARCH. 
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I HAVE observed, that it often so happens, that the 
most stupid, careless, and irreligious people, are situat- 
ed near the house of God, where they might attend 
with the greatest ease ; yet they seldom, if ever, attend 
public worship. The minister of God, willing to spend 
and be spent, is studying and laboring for the salvation 
ot his fellow men. He preaches the everlasting gospel, 
holds out the bread and water of life to perishing sin- 
ners ; and beseeches them to become reconciled to God. 
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While numbers, almost within hearing, turn their backs 
upon these precious privileges. They will not take the 
pains to step within the walls, where they might hear 
words, whereby they and their house might be saved. 
Opportunity is.afforded them to become acquainted with 
God, with themselves, and with their duty ; but they 
refuse to hear. And while others are worshipping God, 
and inquiring in his holy temple, they are spending holy 
time in worldly conversation, forbidden labor, or rolling 
on a bed of sloth ; thus they go on, abusing divine 
patience, progressing towards death, an awful judg- 
. ment, and a miserable eternity. When I refiect hereon, 
I am astonished ; and often wonder why it should be so. 

But I see that God, in his righteous gavernment, will 
answer important purposes, by placing the stupid sinner 
in such a favorable situation in respect to privileges. 

1. God may take occasion by it, to manifest the ex- 
ceeding depravity of the human heart. Such conduct 
of the sinner shews how much he hates God, the house 
of God, the worship of God, the word of God, the 
ministers of God, and the people of God. 

2. It may serve, I plainly see, to illustrate the jus- 
tice of God, in the final overthrow of the stupid inatten- 
tive sinner. He had an opportunity to know and do his 
Master’s will, but took no heed to it. He had his tal- 
ent ; he would not imprové # ; he buried it. Hence 
the universe will see, that his condemnation is just. 

3. This will serve to stop the mouth and silence the 
objections of the negligent sinner forever. What can 
the guilty wretch reply, when he shall lift up his eyes in 
torment, and behoid the redeemed coming from the 
east and from the west, from the north and from the 
south, and sitting down in the kingdom of heaven, and 
he himself cast out? Having neglected the means of 
grace, trampled upon divine institutions, and despised 
the offers of eternal mercy, the door of mercy is now 
shut forever. How will the gnawing ‘worm prey upon 
his despairing soul, when he shall see the very persons, 
whom he had seen from sabbath to sabbath, entering 
God’s earthly courts to worship in his presence, and 
did secretly despise them in his heart, now entering the 
courts of heaven, into the full enjoyment of their Lord, 
and to the eternal communion of those who had been 
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their fellow worshippers below! Then wil! not the 
sinner reftect, miust he not be compelled to reflect, upon 
the place were he once lived, thie house of God that he 
neglected, the means of grace which he despised, the 
holy Sabbath which he profaned, the patience of God 
which he wearied, and the remediless ruin which he 
has brought upon himself ? 

And will not these reflections be the vulture of helt 
continually preying upon the soul, but never satisfied, 
and streams of fire that will never be quenched ? 


" OBSERVER. 


On the Tentity of the Church in every age. 


THE church of God has been one and the same, thro’ 
every dispensation of the covenant of grace. There have 
been three dispensations of this covenant ; the Patri- 
archal, the Mosaic, and the Christian. Under these dis- 
pensations, different cirqumstances attended the church. 
But the church has ever been the same. To evince the 
truth of this, let the follqwing ‘things be congidered :— 

1. We hav noaccount in the word of God, of but 
one church. This churth has consisted of various branch- 
es, as the chtirch of Epkesus, the church of Smyrna, and 
others. But these were a'l united in one Head, “ Of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 
And *e a passage in sacred writ contradicts the idea of 
the identity of the church in every age. 

2. The object in the institution of the church has ever 
been the same ; which is, to call people back from their 
apostacy, to render them followers of God, supporters 
of his religion, and heirs of salvation through the Medi- 
ator, This was the object in the calling of Abraham, 
and in the patriarchal period. This was the object in 
the ages of the eitual economy. Aad this is the object 
under the Gospel. And this identity of object evinces 
the identity eg the church in those periods. 

3. The cov@hant embracing and sustaining the church 

thas, under every dispensation, been the same. As the 
Mediator between God and man is, from the beginning, 
the same, so has been the covenant sustaining the peopl: 
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ef God. It was revealed in Paradise ; and thenceforward 
gradually unfolded. It was established with Abraham 
and his seed in the patriarchal period, 430 years before 
the commencement of the Mosaic dispensation. The 
necessity of the covenant was afterwards more clearly, 
revealed, in the giving of the moral Jaw; and its*na- 
ture was manifested by the ceremonial law, and in types 
and figures, for about 1500 years. Then the great anti- 
type appeared, fulfilled and abolished that ritual econo- 
my, and introduced the last dispensation of tgeecovenant. 
But the covenant itself was the same through all these 
periods ; presenting the same Savior, to beings by nature 
in the same condition ; requiring, as essential to salva- 
tion, the same graces, repentance, faith, and holiness ; 
and conferring the same good, “ tobe a God to thee 
and to thy seed after thee.” “* I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward,” 

It is impossible but that the covenant must have been 
the same in every age ; for the Bible knows of but one 
scheme of salvation. And to reveal this, has been the 
object of every dispensation of the coyenant ; and of the 
whole sacred book, from Genesis to Revelat‘ons.. Ac- 
cordingty, the river, in Ezekiel xlvii, representing the 
grace of God in man’s salvation, is the same stream, 
from its issuing out from under the threshold of the sanc- 
tuary, and in its gradual i increase, till it becomes an im- 
passable river, and till it reaches and heals the waters 
of the Dead Sea. This is * the river, the streams where- 
of make glad the City of God.” And, from its rise, 
till it shall heal all nations, it isthe same. And as the 
covenant is the same, so the church, collected and sus- 
tained by it, is the same. 

And when we read ofa aew covenant to be made with 
the house of Israel, not according to the covenant made 
with their fathers, the new dispensation of the covenant 
must be understood. ‘The Jews, when they shall be 
converted to Christianity, will find, not the dispensa- 
tion which was instituted with their fathers, when they 
came out of Egypt ; but the Christian dispensation. But 
the covenant itself must be the same established with 
Abraham. For they are then to be graffed, as the nat- 
ural branches, into their own olive tree. And the cov- 
enant with Abraham was the “ preaching of the Cospel 
to {im.” Gal. ili. 8 
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4, The character of the true members of the church, 
has, in every age, been the same ; and things essentially 
the same, said of them, ufder each dispensation. Ini 

. the patriarchal, they were called “ the children of God,” 
in distinction from the daughters or children of men, 
Gen. vi. 2. And, “ the sons of God,” frequently -. 

> senting themselves before him. Job i. 6. and ii. 1. 
And has not this been the precise characteristic of the 
true church from that day to the present? Most cer- 
tainly, Again, “ Enoch walked with God.” And of 
the Mosaicghurch we read, “ Thus saith the Lord, I 
remember thee, the love of thine espousals, when thou 
wentest after me in the wilderness.” And, ‘ Follow- 
ers of God, as dear children,” is the character of the 
true church under the Gospel. 

The patriarchal saints were holy. See I. Pet, iii. 3, 6. 
And of the church of Israel we read, “ Israel was_holi- 
ness unto the Lord.” Also the gospel church are de- 
nominated, “¢ Holy Brethren.” It was required of old, 
as well as under the Gospel, that God’s church among 
men should be holy, And members destitute of this, 
were then, as well as now, reprobated as hypocrites, as 
we find in the book of Job. Once more, we read, “* And 
Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt 
in the land of Nod.” Being separated from the society 
of God’s people, is called his going out from the presence 
of the Lord. The church was then the place of God’s 
residence among men. Thus, likewise, was the church 
of Israel. .“* For the Lord dwelleth in Zion.” ‘ The 
Lord of hosts is with us.” “The Lord hath chosen 
Zion to be an habitation for himself.” And, under the 
Gospel, this is the name of this city of God among men, 
“ The Lord is there.” 

5. The church is represented as one person existing 
through every age. ‘¢ [ planted thee a noble vine whol- 
ly aright seed.” This refers to what was done many 
centurles before, if not under the preceding dispensation 
in the family of Abraham. Yet it is spoken of as done 
to the church then present, in the time of Jeremiah. 
And she is addressed as a single person, Again, “ My 
dove, my undefiled is one.” The church, under the Old 
and New Testaments, is represented as the spouse of 
Christ ; as in the Songs of Solomon ; in Psalm xlv. ; in 
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Rev. xix. and in other places. Christ came to take a 
bride from our fallen race. And in every age she has 
existed the same; “ coming up from the wilderness, 
leaning upon her beloved.” 

6. This point is proved by the emblems applied to the 
church. ‘ Ye are God’s husbandry ; ye are God’s 
building.” “ The whole building fit'y framed together, 
groweth into an holy Temple in the Lord.” The church 
is the body, of which Christ is the heads In the proph- 
ets she is called, “ The Mountain of the Lord’s house,” 
which, in the latter days,should be established in the tops 
of the mountains ; and all nations shall flow to 't. These 
emblems incontestibly identify the church under the Old 
and New Testaments. 

7. The predictions of the enlargements of the Jew- 
ish church, by the accession of the Gentiles, prove our 
proposition. These predictions are numerous. And 
they do not intimate the institution of any new church ; 
but the enlargement of the old. Noah, in Gen. ix. 27. 
foretold the accession of the Gentiles to the Jewish 
church. Isaiah enlarges on the idea. Addressing the 
Jewish church, he says, * The Gentiles shal! come to 
thy light, and kings, or kingdoms, to the brightness of 
thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see ; 
ail they gather themselves together, they come unto thee ; 
thy sons shall come from far,—the abundance of the sea, 
i. e. the multitudes of the nations, shall be converted un- 
to thee ; the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.” 
He proceeds, and predicts the accession of the people of 
Media, of Ephah, of Sheba, of Nabaioth, and of distant 
barbarous lands. This is an important theme in Isaiah’s 
prophecy And it incontestibly proves the identity of 
the church under the Old and New Testaments. And 
this idea is confirmed, 

8. In the parable of the vineyard, Matt. xxi. 33, 43, 
and in the figure of the olive tree, Rom. xi. 17, 21. 
The vineyard being taken from the Jews, and let out to 
the Gentiles, clearly evinces, that the Gentile church, 
under the Gospel, is, virtually, but the Jewish church 
continued. And the olive tree, from which the Jews 
were broken off, into which the believing Gentiles were 
graffed, and.into which the Jews are again to be insert- 
ed, as the native branches into their own stock, cleyriy 
evinces the same. 
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9. Gentile bel evers being called the seed of Abra- 
ham, and the latter the father of the faithful, estabiishes 
our point. Why are they so denominated, unless be- 
cause they belong to the same church? And christians 
are followers of Abraham’s faith. Provision was made 
for the proselyting of pious Gentiles to the Abrahamic 
church. Through this avenue, believing Gentiles have 
been admitted to tke true church of God, to become 
fellow citizens with the saints and ':ousehold of faith, and 
to partake of the blessings of the seed of Abraham. 
Verily, then, the Abrahamic and the Gentile church is 
one and the same. 

Arguments might be mult: plied. But I shall notice 
only ore more. 

10. In Ephesians iii. 10, we learn one great object 
of Deity in the salvation of man, “ To the intent, that 
now unto the principalities, and powers in heavenly 
places, might be known by the church, the manifold wis- 
dom of God.” But who willbe found to constitute this 
medium of discovery, upon which the manifold wisdom 
of God will, in eternity, be made known? Ceriainly all 
the redeemed from among men from first to last. Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, and the church of the first born as well 
as Gospel believers. But all, who constitute this me- 
dium, are, in the text under consideration, called the 
church, “ may be known, by the church, the manifold 
wisdom of God.” ‘The consequence is undeniable, that 
they all belong to one and the same church. | 

The subject suggests several reflections. 

1. The Old Testament, as well as the New, is still im- 
portant inthe church. As the church, wee mod- 
ern, is the same, so the two Testaments, in their nature 
and design, are precisely the same. And to undervalue 
the Old, is to undermine the New ; and is the dircct 
road to gross infidelity. 

2. Our subjects expose the pernicious error of those, 
who deny that the covenant established with Abraham 
and his seed, was the covenant of grace. Many there 
are, who believe and teach, thatthe Abrahamic cove- 

.. hant was a covenant of works, and merely typical ; and 
“hat, as such, it was done away im Christ. Such mis- 
“.*e the covenant itself, for the ancient administration 
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‘The covenant itself was “ the preaching of the gospel to 
Abraham.” Gal. iii. 8. And it was never disannulled, 
verse 15. According to the erroneous scheme here re- 
futed, God never had a true church upon earth, till the 
Christian era ; than which nothing can be farther from 
truth. ‘This is an error of vast practical concern to the 
church. And a scheme of religion resting on such a 
theory must be very dangerous. 

3. From this subject we infer, that the children of 
believers do, in some important sense, belong to the 
church of Christ, and are proper subjects of the seal of 
the covenant. ‘This was the express order of the Abra- 
hamic covenant in the patriarchal age, 430 years before 
the Mosaic economy. It was the express order of the 
covenant through the Mosaic economy, till the advent 
of the Messiah. And not ahint do we then find of an 
abolishing of this divine order ; but much to the contra- 
ry, both in the preaching of Christ, in the administra- 
iion of his apostles, and in the uniform practice of the 
great body ot his church, from that period to the present 
day. The silence of the cavilling Jews upon this point, 
is an unanswerable argument im favor of the continuance 
of this divine order. And if the children of believers 
were propsr subjects of the “ seal of the righteousness of 
the faith,” under the former economies, the patriarchal, 
and the Mosaic, who could account for their exclusion 
from it under the gospel, when the latter is only the for- 
ner perfected ; and the blessed enlargement of the same 
church, which existed from the beginning. And when 
we read, in addition to what has been here suggested, 
the many inspired passages, both in the Old Testament, 
and in the New, evincing that the true gospel church 
“ are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, «and their off- 
spring with them ;”—that “ their children are holy,”— 
and that ‘‘ of such is the kingdom of heaven ;” we must 
conclude that the denial of this divine order under the 
gospel, must be ranked among the great and very detri- 


mental errors of the latter days. 
3. 
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{ LHE following article of inteiligence, from the Lon- 
don Evangelical Magazine ,compared with the measures 
which are pursuing by a large body of the Congregation- 
al Ministers of Massachusetts, (we now add New- 
Hampshire) to effect the establishment of a General 
Association among the Ministers of this denomination, 
shews the very remarkable, unconcerted coincidence of 
events in the two countries. | 

{ Panoplist.] 
General Congregativial Union. 

IN a fortner number, we announced to our readers a 
General Union, designed to embrace all the Congrega- 
tional ministers and churches throughout England and 
Wales, in a scheme for promoting the “ mutual benefit 
of the churches which enter into the Union, and the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer’s cause in all places, and by 
scriptural and laudable means.” 

We have now to congratulate the friends of the Union 
on its gradual progress, and the opening prospects of 
permanent advantage arising from it to the churches and 
the cause of Christ. 

Since the annual meeting at New Broad-Street, in 
May last, the committce then appointed have regularly 
met, for the purpose of transacting the business of the 
Union. Their enlarged and improved plan has been 
circulated through the counties of England and Wales; 
and, in various places, considerable attention has been 
excited. Several ministers and their churches, both of 
town and country, have expressed their approbation of 
the design, and acceded to the terms of Union. An ex- 
cellent pamphlet has been published, which we reviewed 
in alate number, entitled, ‘ Thoughts on a General and 
Explicit Union, &e. By a friend to the Union.’ 

The committee have been grieved, however, to ob- 
serve, that any misapprehension of their plan, or any 

arts of ii which may hereafter be rescinded or improv- 
ed, should have raised alarm, or procured the disappro- 
bation of any of the churches. * The committee in Lon- 
don,’ says the Circular Address, ‘ are far from presum- 
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ing, that it [their plan of Union] is already perfect; they 
do not present it to their brethren as such: but affection- 
ately invite their sentiments upon it; to which the most 
respectful attention will be paid.’ This avowal,it seems, 
gave birth to the pamphlet before mentioned ; and the 
committee are desirous of receiving any further commu- 
nications. In the mean time, they wish to remind the 
ministers and churches, to whom their plan has been al- 
ready addressed, of a former request, that théy would 
return an official answer to their proposals as soon as 
convenient. They wish also to state, that pecuniary 
contributions, in aid of a general fund, form no condi- 
tion of Union. 


Society for the Suppression of Vice, instituted for 
the purpose of giving effect to the Laws made for the 
protectzon of Religion and Morality, when friendly 
admoniticn has failed of success. 


THE principal objects of this Society are, profanations 
of the Lord’s-Day ; the frauds and abuses practised in 
selling by false weights and measures ; blasphemous, li- 
centious, and obscene books and prints; illegal insur- 
ances of lottery tickets and numbers ; riotous and disor- 
derly houses, brothels, and gaming houses ; the practices 
of procurers ; profane swearing ; and cruelty to animals. 

The Society are desirous of receiving communications 
from all parts of the kingdom, in furtherance of its views, 
which are requested to be sent free of expense, signed by 
the persons sending the same, whose names shail remain 
confidential, except to the secretary and the committee. 
Strong argumentative or illustrative essays will be re- 
ceived, if they shali be deemed conducive to the ends of 
the Society ; but these are to be sent without the names 
of the writers, that no personal consideration may weigh 
in the choice of such pieces for publication. 

The funds of the Society are in part employed in re- 
warding Peace-Officcrs, who are found to be vigilant and 
active in the discharge of their duty ; in printing and 
circulating ‘a knowledge of the laws made for their guid- 
ance ; and also in printing and distributing among the 
lower orders, abstracts of such penal laws, against which, 
from their ignorance, they are liable to offend. 
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The agents of the Society are remunerated by fixed 
salaries. The fines‘and penalties arising from prosecu- 
tions have heretofore been applied to public purposes, 
and are in future to be annually given to the Philanthro- 
pic Society, for the benefit of that charity. 

The public are’ entreated to aid the Society by their 
pecuniary assistance,-the amount of which is left entirely 
to the discretion of the person contributing; and in or- 
der to consult the feelings of individuals, the names only 
of the members will appear in print, ahd not the sums 
contributed. The general annual subscription is a guinea, 
though various other sums of greater and less amount 
are received. 

The members of the Society are chosen'by ballot, up- 
on the recommendation of a member of the committee ; 
but benefactions are received from persons, who may not 
choose to become members, or to have their names ap- 
pear in print.’ 


Naval and Military Bible Society. 

THE sole object of this Institution is to distribute 
Bibles among the sailors and soldiers of the British navy 
and army. It took’its rise in the year 1780, and, by the 
aid of annual subscriptions, benefactions, and collections 
at various churches, it has been enabled to distribute 
nearly 40,000 Bibles, anda large number of Testaments ; 
with which 278 of his majesty’s ships, 91 regiments, and 
48 garrisons and barracks, have been supplied. Many 
naval and military officers of high rank in his majesty’s 
service, have from time to time made applications to the 
Society ; and have, in the most satisfactory manner, ex- 
pressed their approbation of its designs From their own 
observation they have testified their conviction, that the 
Holy Scriptures, which teach men to be faithful servants 
to God, would teach them also to be faithful servants to 
their king and their country ; instructing them “ to be 
strong and of good courage, to fear God and honor the 
king.” They have therefore expressed their earnest de- 
sire to have the Bible put into the hands of their meny 


and have engaged to use their influence to promote the 
views of the Society. 
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UNITED STATES. 

A MEETING of the General Association of Massa- 
chusetts Proper, was holden in Worcester, on the last 
Wednesday in June, 1808. The Rev. Joseph Lee was 
chosen moderator, and Rev. Alvan Hyde, scribe. At 
this meeting were present—Rev. Jacob Catlin and Rev. 
Alvan Hyde, from the Association in the county of 
Berkshire—Rev. Jonathan Nash and Rev. Isaiah Wa- 
ters, from the Mountain Association—Rev. Jonathan 
Grout and Rev. Joseph Field, from the Northern Asso- 
ciation in Hampshire county—-Rev. Payson Willistou 
and Rev. Blijah Gridley, from the Central Association 
in Hampshire county—Rev. Isaac Bailey and Rev. Jo- 
seph Goffe, from the Worcester South Association— 
Rev. Joseph Lee, from the Westminster Association— 
Rev. Samuel Mead and Rev. Jonathan Allen, from the 
Haverhill Association—Rev. Asahel Huntington and 
Rev. Isaac Braman, from the. Essex Middle Association 
—Rev, Enoch Hale, as secretary of the Association— 
and Rev. Samuel Austin, p. p. the minister of the par- 
ish—Rev. Messrs. Joseph Pope and Zephaniah S, Moore, 
from the Brookfield Association, and Rev. Messrs. Sa- 
muel Stearns and Joseph Chickering, from the Andover 
Association, who were delegated to obtain information 
respecting the nature and object of the General Associ- 
ation, were invited to sit as honorary members, and to 
act with the Association at this time—Rev, Samuel 
Worcester, from the Salem Ministerial Conference, was 
invited to sit as an honorary member, according to the 
tenor of the communication brought by him from that 
body. 

The moderator opened the meeting with prayer. 

It was then proposed, that the delegates from the sev- 
eral Associations present should give an account of the 
state of morals and religion within their limits, and that 
a committee of three be appointed to take minutes of the 
information, with reference to its publication. 

Voted, That Dr. Austin, and Rev, Messrs, Worces- 
ter and Hale, be this committee, 

The delegates then made details, at some length, of 
the state of religion in their respective connexions. 

The hour appointed for public worship having arriv- 
ed, the Association repaired to the meeting house, and 
Rey. Asahel Huntington preached from Acts ii. 42. 
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Voted, That it be recommended to the respective As- 
sociations, represented in the General Association, to 
furnish their delegates with a statement of the numbcr 
of pastors-and churches m their connexion, with the 
number of members in each church; and in future, an 
annual statement of the additions, and removals by death 
or dismission, as a part of the religious intelligence to 
be communicated to the General Association. 

Voted, That two of the brethren be appointed in behaif 
of this Ascociation, to visit the General Association of 
Ministers in Connecticut, at their next meeting, to learn 
their dis ‘position, as to forming an union with this Asso- 
ciation, and the terms on which such union may be 
established: and that Rev. Dr. Lyman and Rev. Dr. 
Austin be the delegates to that body; to report at the 
next meeting of this Association. 

The committee appointed to take minutes of the de- 
tails, made by the de legates, of f the state of religion and 
morals in their respective connexions, made the follow- 
ing report, which was accepted by the Association :— 

REPORT, 
Of the committee of the Gencral .Association of Massa- 
chusetts Proper. 

THE General Association have received with much 
satistaction the information given by the delegates, of 
the state of religion within the limits of their respective 
Associations ; and view, as cause of great gratitude to 
God, his gracious regard to the churches. With very 
few exceptions, they appear to be in a state of order and 
harmony, with at least their ordinary constancy in at- 
tending the worship and ordinances of Christ. And 
although a general coldness is much to be lamented, we 
find a pleasing number of instances of special attention to 
reigion. In the towns in which revivals were experi- 
enced, of which mention was made in the resnit of this 
Associat'on the last vear, the fruits and happy conse- 
quences are still manifest. In other towns, copious ef- 
fusions of the Spirit have been more Iately witnessed, 
and appear at the present time to have a powerful opera- 
tionon many. At Lezox, Lee, Washington, Wini«sor, 
Fiinsdale, and Peru, in the county of Berkshire ; Ches- 
ter, Worthington, Cummington, Plainfield, Goshen, 
Conway, and Heath, in the county of Hampshire ; and 
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Northbridge, in the county of Worcester,great attention 
to the concerns of the soul has been excited ; which has 
also extended, in a degree, into several neighboring 
towns. Several hundred persons have publicly mbraced 
the Saviour since the last year, and Dope runy become 
his true followers. Several instances of pleasing rel ligions 
engagedness appear in other parts of the Commonwealt? 
Intormation, which is fully relied on, has been received 
from anumber of towns within the limits of Associations 
not represented in this body, of a very great and power- 
ful work of the Holy Spirit. Berklev, Dertinonih, Nevw- 
Bedford, Rochester, Ww archam, and Sandwich, in the 
counties of Bristol, Plymouth, and Barnstabic, have been 
distinguishedly favored ; hundreds have been added to 
the communion of their churches, 

Information of these wonderiul displays of divine 
grace, while it awakens delightful emotions in our 
hearts, we are persuaded will afford pleasure to ail the 
friends of Jesus, and ot his rising kingdom ; and wil ex- 
cite gratitude to God tor his sovereign manifestations of 
love to men, 

It also affords much satisfaction to this Assotia ation to 
recognize an increasing union of sentiment and affection 
among the lovers of evangelical truth. As tokens of this, 
we e view, with gratitude to heaven, the establishment of 
an important Theological Institution in the county of 
Essex, and the proposed publication of the Panoplisé 
and Massachusetts Jlissicnary Magazine United. 

Voted, That the next meeting of the General Associa- 
tion be at Rev. Dr. Spring’ s, Newburyport, on the last 
Wednesday of June, 1809, 9 o’clock A. M. 

Voted, ‘That the Worcester South Association be re- 
quested to appoint a preacher for the next meeting. 

Worcester, Fune 30, 1808. 

Josrex Lre, Moderator. 
ALVAN Hype, Scribes 
Transcribed, Westhampton, Fuly 7, 1808, by 
Enxocu Hate, Sec’ry 


The Committee of Missions, appointed by the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in their Re- 
port of May, 1808, state, among other things, that “ Atl 
the communications from the Kev. Gideon Blackburn, 
(their missionary to the Cherokee Indians) demonstrate, 
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that his zeal for the civilization and conversion of the 
{ndians, continues to be ardent ; and lead the Commit. 
tee to believe that the institutions under his care are ina 
prosperous state.” 

' Tney further state, that Mr. Blackbyrn “ collected in 
his tour the last year, through the Middle and Eastern 
States, $.5347,90 cents, whereof he has rendered a cor- 
rect account ; and that the balance, which remained in 
December last, will fall far short of supporting the institu- 


tions for the current year.” 
ed 


Extract of « letter from the Rev. Edward D. Griffin, of 
Newark, New-Fersey, tothe Rev. Dr. Green, of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Newark, N. J. March 31, 1808. 
Deag Sir, 

I AM very willing to give you a general and suc- 
cinct relation of the wonders of divine grace, which we 
have witnessed. 

About the first of December, 1806, we were encour- 
aged with some symptoms of a revival of religion in this 
village ; but they quickly disappeared. In March, 1807, 
they were renewed, by means of several instances of 
sudden death ; but again passed off, leaving no effects, 
at that time apparent, except on three or four persons 
who have since made a profession of religion. The death 
of Dr. M’Whorter, in July, made a great impression on 
the congregation, which was sensibly deepened, in the 
month of August, through the instrumentality of the Rev, 
Gideon Blackburn, who preached several times here 
with great zeal and energy. Though nothing extraor- 
dinary at that time appeared, yet we have since been able 
to trace first impressions to each of the four seasons 
above mentioned. The leaven was secretly and increas- 
ingly working for nine months, before it became evident. 

e have since discovered, also, that during the summer 
God was preparing some for the scene, which was about 
to open, by impressive and often repeated dreams. Days 
of dissipation were separated by nights, in which fancy 
would bear the sinner to the bar of God, and fill him 
with the terrors of the final judgment; terrors which, 
though dissipated by the morning, would return with re- 
turning sleep. These nightly alarms gradually fixed the 
waking thoughts. Thus,'at a time when every thing ap- 
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peared to be still around us, secfet anxieties were prey 
ing upon a number of persons, which, so far from being 
the effect of sympathy, were known on'y to God and 
themse'ves. . In the latter weeks of August, I knew of 
nothing specia! in the congregation, except two or three 
persons; who began to be awakened, and four christians 
whose desires for a revival of religion were too earnest 
to be concealed from their minister. In this precise pos 
ture, things remained for about a fortnight. To a few, 
it was an hour of awful suspense. But in some of the 
last days in August, it became apparent, that the desire 
for a revival was rapidly spreading among the commu- 
ricants. , 

As our sacramental Sabbath was approaching, this 
church, in connexion with two neighbouring churches, 
agreed to sét apart the preceding Friday, (Sept. 4) for 
fasting and prayer ; partly as a preparatory service, but 
chiefly to make supplication for effusions of the Holy 
Spirit. The day, which was spent in prayer, singing, 
and short addresses to the people, was marked with un- 
usual stillness, accompanied with very pleasing appear- 
ances of humility, earnest desire, and a sense of entire 
dependence. On the following Sabbath, a number of 
persons assembled, at nine o’clock in the morning, to 
spend an hour in praying for their minister, and for the 
blessing of God on the exercises of the day ; and this 
has snce become the stated practice of almost all the 
praying people of the congregation ; a practice which has 
been accompanied with effects very refreshing to theni- 
selves, and materially beneficial to the cause of evangel- 
ical piety. Those who attended at this first season, un- 
expectedly found themselves animated with desires, un- 
felt before, that God would, that very day, bring out 
his perfections to the view of the communicants: and 
this Hr did, toa degree that many had seidom or never 
seen before. 


On the evening of the following Monday, at 3 le@ture preached in 

2 private houfe, the firtt feelings which denoted the extraordinary 
eg of God, and the a&ual commencement of a revival of re- 
igion, were awakened; perhaps in every perfon that was prefent. 

It was no longer doubtful whether a work of divine grace was begun. 
During that and the following week, increasing fymptoms of a meft 
powerful influence were difcovered. The appearance was as if a 
colle&ion of waters, long fufpended over the town, Rad fallen at 
ctice, and deluged the whole place. For feveral weeks, the pecple 
womd flay at the clofe of every evening feivice, to hear iome new 
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exhortation; and it feemed impofiible to perfuade them to depart, 
uwutil thole on whole lips they hung had retired, At thofe featong 
you might fec a multitude weeping and trembling around their min- 
tier, and many others ftanding as aitonifhed {peators of the f{cene. 
One Sabbath, after the fecond fervice, when I had catechifed and 
ditmitied the little children, they gathered around me, weeping, and 
jaquiring what they theuld do. I prefume not lefs than a hundred 
were in tears atouce. Having prayed with them again, and {pent 
fone time in exhortation, I attempted to fend them away ; but with 
ziimy entreaties, I could not prevail on them to depart, until night 
cane on, and tien L was obliged to go out with them, and literally 
foice them from me. 

Lariy in September, there were formed many private affociations 
for praycr, fome male, and fome female; the happy influence of 
which,nas been manifeiily and largely felt. I never before witnels. 
ed the communication of a {pirit of praver fo earneit and fo general, 
nor obferved fuck evident and remarkable anfwers to prayer. The 
agonies of parents have been fuch as to drive fleep from their eyes, 
und for weeks together, have been feemingly as great, as their na- 
tures could well fullain. And thefe parents, inevery cafe that has 
come within my knowledge, have each feveral childrea, who are al- 
ready numbered among the hopeful converts. 

Many profeifors have been feverely tried, and not a few have, for 
a time, given themiclves over for loft. The Lord has indeed, come 
to fearch our Jerufalem with candles, and to difcover the men that 
were fettled on their lees. Awed by the majefty of a prefent God, 
many could fay, with Mofes, ‘« I exceedingly fear and quake.” 

This work in point of power and stidiness, exceeds all that 1 have 
ever feen. While it bears down every thing with irrefiftible force, 
and feems almott to difpenfe with human inttrumentality, it moves 
with fo much filence that, unlefs we attentively obferve its effects, we 
zre tempted, at times, to doubt whether any thing uncommon is tak- 
ing place. The converts are tirongly marked with humility and felf- 
diitrult. Initlead of being elated with confident hopes, they are in- 
clined totremble. Many of them pofle!s deep and difcriminating 
views; and gil, or almodt all, are born into the diltinguifhing doc- 
teihes Oi vrace. 

I fuppote there are from two.hundred and thirty to two hundred 
and itty, who hope that they have becume the fubje&is of divine 
grace ; and many remain itill‘under folemn impreffions, whofe num- 
ber, L hope, is almott daily increaling. The fubje&s of this work 
are of all aves, from uine years old, to more than three fcore years 
and ten; and of all characters, including drunkards, apoftates, inf- 
dels, and thofe who were lately malignant oppofers ; and of all condi« 
tions, including poor negroes, and fome of them hoary with age. I 
cannot retrain from mentioning, among the hopeful converts, three 
young gentlemen of the firlt talents and education, and ef excellent 
families, who have abandoned the fludy of the law, in which they 
have becn employed for two years, to devote themfelves to the gof- 
pel minifiry. 

We nave had but one facrament fince the work commenced, at 
which time we received 97 new members, out of 102 perfons, who 
had been propounded a fortnight before. 

Iam, dear Sir, mot affefionately yours, 

Epwarpd D, GRIFFIN. 
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